Hier die letzten im Forum nicht erschienenen Pressenachrichten : 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE POPULAR ASSEMBLY OF CHINA VISITS CRETE 
The President of the Popular Assembly of China’s Permanent Committee Li Peng, head of a delegation of preeminent dignitaries of China, who visited our country following an official invitation from the Greek Parliament President Apostolos Kaklamanis, was a guest at Creta Maris Hotel, Hersonissos, Crete from 1st-2nd of April.

Before arriving on Crete, Mr. Li Peng met in Athens with the President of Greece Kostis Stefanopoulos , the Prime-Minister Kostas Simitis and the Greek Parliament President Apostolos Kaklamanis.

Besides Mr. Li Peng, the Chinese delegation of 120 persons included the Vice-President of the Popular Assembly of  China He Luli, the under-secretary of State Ji Peiding and Presidents of committees of the Assembly.

During their stay on Crete, Mr. Li Peng had meetings with the General Secretary of Crete V. Valasopoulos, with members of Parliament and local authorities’ representatives.

Mr. Valasopoulos laid on an official dinner in honour of Mr. Li Peng and the official delegation from China at the Creta Maris Hotel, where Mr. Li Peng said that a thousand years of history has shown that countries need and covet peace, that the Chinese people feel close to the Greek people and invited all present to toast to peace and elimination of war.
The Chinese delegation also visited the Heraklion Archaeological Museum and Knossos.
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Greece tempts China Shipping with Crete port offer (Lloyd's List) 

GREECE is willing to build a new port on Crete if China Shipping chooses the island as the location for its Eastern Mediterranean transhipment container terminal, according to Greek Merchant Marine Minister Manolis Kefalogiannis, Dow Jones reports. 

“We are discussing the creation of a new port on the south coast of Crete, (with the Chinese),” Mr Kefalogiannis said after a meeting with Greek Finance Minister George Alogoskoufis. 

Mr Kefalogiannis said that other candidates for the transhipment centre were Haifa in Israel, Valetta in Malta and Barcelona in Spain. 

Mr Kefalogiannis added that Greece is also in talks with other large companies from Europe, the Middle East and East Asia regarding investing in Greek ports. 

“We are optimistic that large investments will be made in the [Greek] port sector,” Mr Kefalogiannis said, citing current upgrading of ports and the opportunities that will arise from Private-Public Partnerships. 

China Shipping is one of the world’s largest maritime companies and its plan to build a transhipment hub in the Mediterranean is the result of the firm’s rapid container volume growth on its East Asia-Mediterranean routes. 

In November, China Shipping president Li Kelin said Crete “was the highlight” of visits to a number of European destinations as “the geographical location of Crete makes it an ideal choice to develop a transhipment center for the East Mediterranean, the Black Sea, and the Adriatic Sea”. 

30.01.06
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	08.12.2005 01:03 / Lausitzer Rundschau

Chinesen wollen Großhafen auf Kreta bauen Griechischer Minister verkündet Projekt / Umschlagplatz für ganz Südosteuropa Der Plan begeistert bisher vor allem die griechischen Reeder. Die aufstrebende Handelsmacht China plant auf Kreta den Bau eines riesigen neuen Hafens als Drehscheibe für den Warenexport in den Südosten Europas. 

	


„China will in enger Zusammenarbeit mit Griechenland einen großen Umschlag-Hafen auf Kreta bauen. Er wird fast so groß wie der von Piräus sein“, verkündete der Minister für Handelsschifffahrt, Manolis Kefalogiannis. 
Noch liegen keine Details auf dem Tisch. Weder zur Dauer des Baus noch zu den veranschlagten Kosten wollte der Minister Angaben machen. Der Plan sei jedoch „ganz sicher“. Schon im Oktober hatte eine hochrangige chinesische Delegation den Süden Kretas bei Tymbaki besucht, um sich ein Bild von der Region zu machen. Die chinesischen Funktionäre seien „begeistert“ gewesen, verlautete aus Kreisen des Handelsschifffahrtsministeriums in Athen. 
Vom Suezkanal – der wichtigsten Verbindung zwischen Indischem Ozean und Mittelmeer – sind es per Schiff nur zwölf Stunden Fahrzeit nach Südkreta. Auf Kreta können Schiffe Waren für Griechenland oder die Länder auf dem Balkan entladen und anschließend nach Italien weiterfahren. 
Angst, von einer Flut chinesischer Billigprodukte überschwemmt zu werden, scheint es in Athen zumindest auf hoher Regierungsebene nicht zu geben. „Wer Handel und Transport betreibt, hat nie verloren. Das sagte der Tycoon Aristoteles Onassis immer. Das sagen wir auch“, stimmen die Reeder von Piräus ein. Sie hoffen auf lukrative Aufträge für den Warentransport von China nach Kreta und von dort zu Häfen der Balkanhalbinsel und am Schwarzen Meer. 
Ganz anders dagegen die Reaktion vieler Einzelhändler. In Patissia, einem Athener Wohnviertel für Arbeiter und Angestellte, hat die Zahl der Läden mit Billigwaren aus dem Reich der Mitte in den vergangenen Monaten kräftig zugenommen. „Wang-Import-Export“ heißt es etwa auf der Fassade eines solchen Geschäfts, das neben Hemden und Hosen auch Weihnachtsbeleuchtung und Kleingeschenke aller Art anbietet. 
„Unsere Waren sind billig und gut. Fragen sie unsere Kunden“, sagt der Betreiber in gebrochenem Griechisch und zeigt in den gut besuchten Laden. Die benachbarten griechischen Händler reagieren dagegen sauer: „Das kann so nicht weitergehen. Die verkaufen Billigwaren und wir schauen zu, wie wir ruiniert werden“, meint etwa der Spielzeughändler Nikos Wroussis. 
Die Kunden zeigen Verständnis für beide Seiten: „Ich weiß, dass die Qualität nicht als anspruchsvoll bezeichnet werden kann. Ich habe aber wenig Geld, und diese Waren tun es auch“, sagt Christina Syrbopoulou, die sich bei Wang eine Lichterkette für drei Euro für ihren Weihnachtsbaum gekauft hat. „Anderswo kosten sie zwölf Euro.“ 
Nach Schätzungen der Wirtschaftspresse erreicht der Umfang des Handels mit Waren aus China in diesem Jahr in Griechenland, Bulgarien und Mazedonien sechs Milliarden Euro und könnte bereits in den nächsten zwei Jahren auf über zwölf Milliarden Euro steigen.   
Von Takis Tsafos
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By Dai Yan (China Daily)

China shipping giant China Ocean Shipping (Group) Company (COSCO) is in talks to own part of a major Greek port giving it increased access to European markets. 

Company officials said COSCO Hellas, the firm's subsidiary in Greece, is interested in taking part in possible plans to buy shares in the Piraeus Port Authority (PPA). 

So said an official surnamed Chen at COSCO's port operations department. 

PPA handles almost 60 per cent of all Greek shipping. 

Chen said COSCO President Wei Jiafu discussed port investment when he met Greek Prime Minister Kostas Karamanlis in January, who was on an official visit to China. 

Chen would not give further details as talks are in the initial stages. 

The chance to buy into ports was created with the privatization of significant ports in Greece, including Piraeus. 

The Greek Government owns 74.1 per cent of PPA at the moment. 

The Thessalonica Port Authority said COSCO Hellas has also expressed an interest in developing co-operative ties with the northern Greek port. 

Another firm, China Shipping Group (CSG) China's second-largest shipping company is seeking facilities in the Greek port of Crete. 

COSCO President Wei Jiafu said earlier that port investment is a priority for the company's future expansion. 

In December the group was involved in a joint venture formed by AP Moeller-Maersk and Hutchison Whampoa to buy and develop the second phase of Shanghai's Yangshan port. COSCO Pacific, a port investor affiliated to the Group, took 10 per cent of the venture. 

In December, the group also signed an agreement to buy a 20 per cent stake in the Suez Canal Container Terminal in Egypt, its first port investment in the Middle East. 

COSCO now holds stakes in a number of Chinese ports in the Pearl River Delta, the Yangtze River Delta and the Bohai Rim in northern China. 

Outside of China, it has a 49 per cent stake in a terminal in Singapore, a 25 per cent stake in Belgium's Antwerp port and stakes in other ports in the United States. 

COSCO is expected to register a pre-tax profit of around 20 billion yuan (US$2.5 billion) in 2005, breaking all past records, said Chen. 
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lloyds list / leider gibt es hier ohne Anmeldung keine weiteren Infos.

Greece tempts China Shipping with Crete port offer
Monday January 30 2006 
GREECE is willing to build a new port on Crete if China Shipping chooses the island as the location for its Eastern Mediterranean transhipment container terminal, according to Greek Merchant Marine Minister Manolis Kefalogiannis, Dow Jones reports.
China Shipping tips Cretan site as ‘ideal’ Mediterranean hub
Monday November 14 2005 - Libyan Sea port favoured for transhipment, writes Nigel Lowry in Athens 
CHINA Shipping Group has expressed interest in developing a container terminal in southern Crete as an answer to its hunt for transhipment hub facilities in the Mediterranean.
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Key Sino-Greek business priorities before PM's China visit 
17 January, 2006 

Tourism, logistics and telecoms are viewed as key areas of interest for business cooperation between Greece and China ahead of Prime Minister Costas Karamanlis' visit to China starting on Wednesday.

According to a survey by the state Greek Investment Centre (ELKE) released on Monday, other fields of interest are industry, especially food and beverages, and education.

In tourism, the main aim would be to attract Chinese sector investment and tourists. Already, a company named Eastin may plough funds into a five-star hotel, the chain's first in Europe.

Concerning logistics, two major Chinese transit trade firms are eyeing Greek port facilities as a gateway to European markets. Cosco is negotiating with the Thessaloniki Port Authority, and China Shipping Line is believed to be seeking facilities in Crete.

Many Greek shipowners commission the construction of new ships in China, acting as a powerful negotiating tool to bring sector firms to Greece.

In telecoms and information technology, the operations of ZTE Corporation, which has invested about three million euros in Greece so far, could be strengthened both in Greece and the Balkans. It plans to set up a training and demonstration centre for the Balkans.

 The company worked with Athens-quoted Hellenic Telecommunications Organization (OTE) during the Athens 2004 Olympics.

Other sector companies in the Greek market are Huawei (telecoms and infotech), and Lenovo, which operates in computers and has forged an alliance with IBM Hellas.

Among Greek companies with the longest presence in China are Kyriakidis Marble & Granite; ETMA; Folli-Follie; Cretan Plastics; S&B Minerals Industry; and Promota Hellas.

The firms' total investment in the Chinese market was 139.16 million euros on December 31, 2004 against 71.9 million euros at the end of 2003.

Greek commercial firms operating in China include Lavipharm through a subsidiary, Castalia Laboratoirs Dermatologiques, since 2004.

According to the survey, the most recent Greek operations to enter China are Iktinos Hellas, and Soumelidis.

ELKE says that it has worked with the following Chinese companies that have shown interest in Greece: Chongqing Zong Shen Motorcycle Group Corp; Jiangmen Jincheng Motorcycle Corp; Beijing Chargeking Energy Technology Co; and Wenhao Technology.

The investment centre noted in the report that it hopes to offer know-how to China for creation of a Business Club during the Beijing Olympics modeled on experience of the Athens Games. 

A proposal is being drafted following a recent meeting to China by Deputy Foreign Minister Euripides Stylianidis and contacts with Beijing municipal officials, ELKE said.

Source: Athens News Agency

